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.. this knowledge of the kind [i.e., mathematics] for which we are seeking, having a double

use, military and philosophical; for the man of war must learn the art of number or he will not
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know how to array his troops, and the philosopher also, because he has to rise out of the sea of

change and lay hold of true being, and therefore he must be an arithmetician.

Then this is a kind of knowledge which legislation may fitly prescribe; and we must endeavour
to persuade those who are to be the principal men of our State to go and learn arithmetic, not as
amateurs, but they must carry on the study until they see the nature of numbers with the mind
only; nor again, like merchants or retail-traders, with a view to buying or selling, but for the
sake of their military use, and of the soul herself; and because this will be the easiest way for

her to pass from becoming to truth and being.

I mean, as I was saying, that arithmetic has a very great and elevating effect, compelling the

soul to reason about abstract number, and rebelling against the introduction of visible or

tangible objects into the arguments. [PlatO' The Republic Book VII]
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